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ñHave a happy New Year!ò  Itôs commonly the last thing from the lips of my friends this 

time of year.  My response?  ñYou know I willéò  They smile and wave and we part.  Do 

they think Iôm self-deceived or just befuddled?  Perhaps, but those who know me well 

know that I believe it with all my heart.  I will have a happy New Year because I am a 

committed follower of the giver of all true happiness.  I will have a happy New Year be-

cause I know that everything the Bible says is true. 

What will the New Year bring?  At this point in time one can only guess.  Will the global 

economy continue to tank or will there be a resounding recovery?  Will our President be 

on his way out of office or will he be on the verge of his second 

term?  Will our governor be recalled?  Whose deaths will we 

mourn and how many pink or blue bows of new life will 

appear on the pulpit throughout the year?  Who will we 

welcome into the family of God and with whom will we 

rejoice in the waters of baptism?   

Only one Person knows the answers to all the questions and 

He tells us all plainly, ñAs the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).ò  Combine this truth with 

the oft repeated message that Godôs love for those who fear Him ñendures foreverò and 

ñwill never be taken awayò and in these truths we have a portion of the giant formula that 

allows us, as His children, to walk by faith and not by sight.  Regardless of what the New 

Year brings, the way of the believer is set.  Expect joy and expect sorrow.  Expect difficul-

ties and expect rest.  Expect brokenness and expect strengthening.  Embrace it all with a 

zeal that reflects your status as a child of the King. 

What those of us who trust the Lord know and have seen puts us at a tremendous advan-

tage in this world.  Much of our contentment stems from our knowledge of the manner in 

which God redeems the foolish and destructive things we 

THE 
PASTORS 
CORNER 

 
 

WHAT  WILL  THE NEW YEAR BRING? 

Messenger  
church 

January 2012 | Monthly Newsletter of Walnut Hill Bible Church  

Continued on Page 3. . . 

Only one Person 

knows the answers 

and He tells us 

plainly. 

ñAs the heavens 

are higher than 

the earth, so are 

my ways higher 

than your ways 

and my 

thoughts than 

your thoughts.ò 

Isaiah 55:9   



SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

AVAILABLE 

It is that time of the school year 

for those bound for or currently 

attending a Christian College to 

apply for a WHBC scholarship.  

Applicant needs to be a WHBC 

member in good standing. 

Packets can be picked up in the 

church office.  We would like all 

forms and reference letters 

back by March 31.  May the Lord 

God guide you in your education 

choice. 

AS WE GATHER

TRUSTEE BOARD UPDATE

Ushers 

1st Service:  Don Topham, Jon 
Stock, Dale Finger, Joey Klitzke 

2nd Service:  Rick Paape, Mark 
Rieland, Lowell Wedekind, 
Richard Behm 

3rd Service:  Bill Harris, Claude 
Acheson, Kevin Whitney, Mi-
chael Greenwood 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 

Cafe' Connection for January 14 
will be a Women's Ministry Meet-
ing.  If you are interested in being 
ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Ministry, please plan to attend this 
meeting.  We will have reports 
from all ministry areas and discuss 
2012 opportunities.  

Awana 

Jan. 4:  Leaders Pot Luck at 5:30. 

For Leaders and their Families 

Club Begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Cubbies: Bear Hug 11 

Jan. 11:  Half Way Night.  Half way 
through the year, are you half way 
through your book? 

End 2nd Qtr. Attendance Awards 

Cubbies: Bear Hug 12 

Jan. 18:  Noahs Ark.  Bring a favor-
ite stuffed animal.  

Cubbies: Bear Hug 13 

Jan. 25:  Awana Store 

Cubbies: Bear Hug 14 

Feb. 4:  Bible Quiz in Madison at 
1:00 p.m. 

ABC Club 

South School at Music Room 
from 3:00 to 4:45pm  

Jan. 3 Moses Sins Against God 

Jan 10 Moses lifts up the Brazen 
Serpent 

Jan 17 Moses Talks with the Lord 
Jesus 

Jan 24 Jesus Feeds 5000 

Jan 31 Jesus calms the Storms 

GLW School at Room 23 from 
3:00 to 4:45pm  

Jan 5 The People Turn to Idola-
try  

Jan 12 Spies Examine Canaan 

Jan 19 Moses talks with the Lord 
Jesus 

Jan 26 Jesus feeds 5000 

At our December meeting, the Trustee Board unani-

mously voted to pay down our debt by 

$32,000.  Our outstanding principal balance as of 

November 30, 2011 was $90,271.  The $32,000 pay-

ment is over and above our regular monthly pay-

ment of $4,518.  

 

On December 28  we closed on the sale of the house 

located at 1023 Race Street, Wisconsin Dells.  The 

Trustee Board accepted a full price offer of $59,900, 

less 20% to cover Buyer's down payment, leaving 

net sale proceeds of $44,962 after closing 

costs.  This amount will also be applied to our out-

standing loan balance.  



humans have done; by working through us, in the hardest of times, to 

bring out the best in us and others.  This coming year people that I 

know and love will go through hard times and experience much pain 

and sorrow.  However, those who persevere, with the Lord as their 

strength; will grow in grace and wisdom.  Their closer walk with God 

will bring me happiness. 

Most of us have a natural desire for contentment born of security and 

happiness.  However, those who strive to find or create these things in 

this world, with no thought to eternity, are on a foolôs quest.  C. S. 

Lewis wrote: 

ñThe settled happiness and security which we all desire, God with-

holds from us by the very nature of the world: but joy, pleasure, and 

merriment, He has scattered broadcast.  We are never safe, but we 

have plenty of fun, and some ecstasy.  It is not hard to see why.  The 

security we crave would teach us to rest our 

hearts in this world and oppose an obstacle 

to our return to God: a few moments of 

happy love, a landscape, a symphony, a 

merry meeting with our friends, a bath 

or a football match, have no such ten-

dency.  Our Father refreshes us on the 

journey with some pleasant inns, but will 

not encourage us to mistake them for 

home.ò 

As the old adage teaches, home will be where our hearts reside.  This is 

why Jesus tells us, ñDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 

do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.ò 

Each new year (actually, each new day) presents us with a fresh new 

opportunity to stop, regroup, evaluate and adjust course.  So after your 

ñMerry Christmas have a ñHappy New Year,ò  just remember that hap-

piness and joy doesnôt come without costéand thatôs a subject that 

weôll look at much closer as we approach Good Friday.   

May the Lordôs richest blessing at-

tend you as you walk faithfully in 

Him. 

Pastor Dave 
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608-356-3111 office 
608-356-7184 fax 
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Church offices are open 
Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

Staff 
 

Senior Pastor 
Dave Hutchens ɂ ext 102 

pastordave@walnuthillbilble.com 
 

Associate Pastors 
Dan Gunderson ɂ ext 104 

pastordan@walnuthillbible.com 
Jim Wright ɂ ext 103 

Pastorjim@walnuthillbible.com 
 

Coordinator of Worship & the Arts 
Tyson Suemnicht ɂ ext 106 
tyson@walnuthillbible.com 

 
Youth Director 

Nathan Sundsmo ɂ ext 112 
nathan@walnuthillbible.com 

 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 

Mary Hackbarth ɂ ext 107 
mary@walnuthillbible.com 

 
Office Administrators 
Patti Beach ɂ ext 101 

patti@walnuthillbible.com  
Anne Hutchens ɂ ext 101 

anne@walnuthillbible.com 
 

Maintenance Ministry 
Brenda David, Custodian 

Fred Kolmorgen, Building Repairs 
 

Board Chairmans 
Bill Wenzel, Elder Board 

Connie Suemnicht, Trustee Board 
Mary Wagner, Missions Committee 

 
 
Church Calender.  Events, locations, times for all 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ȰÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ  
Just click on the Church Calendar.   
 
Church Newsletter.  If you have questions, concerns 
or suggestions for the church newsletter, please 
contact Karen Stoll at whbcnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Pastor Dave 

Senior Pastor 
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For where your 

treasure is, there 

your heart will be 

also. 



BUZZ I N BETHLEHEM
What a joy it is to be a part of òThe Buzz in Bethlehemó!  I hear stories all the time from our 

guests and our servants that give wonderful insights into this ministry that God has given us to 

do.  So many of these stories are about the impact of the message that we are sharing with our 

community and beyond.  But it is the willingness of our congregation to put their hearts behind it 

that makes it possible for us to get the message out in such an effective way.  

The Buzz comes at a hard time of year for the servants.  It s a busy time with lots to do ð presents 

to buy, Christmas cards to get off, decorations to put up, kidsõ Christmas programs to go to, and 

the list goes on and on.  Because of this, some people feel like they canõt add even one more thing, 

much less an investment of time like the Buzz requires.  But I had an interesting conversation 

with Dave Klemm, a member of our congregation who volunteers a lot of time with the Buzz each 

year.  He spoke of how this year, he realized that this is his familyõs Christmas ministry.  He said 

that in the past he always felt a little stressed about all of the Christmas things that werenõt get-

ting done as early as he would like, or traditions that were being put off because of his involve-

ment.  But this year, he understood that this has become their tradition ð a tradition of ministry at 

Christmas.  And this realization has given him a lot of joy.  Dave does things that are behind the 

scenes ð building the set, driving the carts, teardown and clean up, and hauling Hannahõs birds 

back and forth each night.  You will always see him available to help in anyway he can to make 

the experience go smoothly for the people to whom we are ministering.  

It is always amazing to me how many people we have in our church that have varied and fascinat-

ing interests and talents.  So many of these people give freely of their time and talents, and we 

make great use of them during the Buzz.  How many churches are so fortunate to have a place like 

Expeditions Unlimited to use for such a performance?!  The Hig-



gins family bends over backward to make this a perfect 

setting for Christmas to come alive.  From Sturgisõs 

and Williamõs donkeys and camels to Hannah Klemmõs 

Roman Geese, the animals add an extra feeling of au-

thenticity.  Josh Quinnõs culinary expertise in setting 

the menu and Lynn Higginsõ efficiency in running a 

kitchen provide a tasty Mediterranean treat that people 

canõt find just anywhere.  We have a trained stage de-

signer like Tom Bird who redesigned the palace this 

year as well as the skilled hands of Ellen Bueno in her 

painting of the set to look like real stone and marble 

which add much visual interest to the town.  Brayton 

Hackbarth made his own flute from PVC pipe and played his 

own beautiful Hebrew -style music as a traveling minstrel in 

the show which added the perfect ambiance to the evening.  

Both Heidi Massingill - who designed all the graphic pieces for 

the publicity and programs, and Shawn Hermsen ð a video-

grapher who has volunteered to make a short video that we 

will use to promote the Buzz next year - present a professional 

image for the ministry.  The many builders have the strength 

and skill not only to do all of the construction but also the lift-

ing and transporting of all the materials that make Bethlehem come 

alive.  And the finesse of Kim Kieck and Paul Quinn who do the final 

dressing of the set to bring out all of the details that make it all seem 

so real.  There are many actors, sewers, drivers, and servers.  I could 

keep going and going.  Every talent is put to good use by God for His 

purposes and for His glory.  And it is done with such humble and 

loving hearts from those involved.  It is so much fun to be witness to 

it!  

This year 160 people volunteered their time to make this ministry 

run smoothly.  This, in itself, is a witness.  People are always 

amazed at the fact that, with the exception of Tyson, through 

his position at church, the ministry is run entirely by volun-

teers. Two women from Reedsburg came up after one of the 

shows to share their amazement at this fact. They shared much 

about the message that was presented and how it helped them 

to focus on the true meaning of Christmas.  They are both 

teachers and are hoping to figure out a way to bring their stu-

dents next year for part of their Christian Education class.  But 

they also shared that it was tremendously inspiring for them to 

see how many people gave so much of their time and energy 



during this busy season to share this message.  They said 

that you donõt see this in society anymore and that it was 

a clear picture of how we are different than the world.  

Our working together is an inspiration to each other and 

to our guests.  It shows that we feel the story of Jesusõ 

birth, and what the Messiah has come to earth to do, is 

the most important thing to share during the Christmas 

season, and we are committed to making this happen.  

A heart -felt thanks to all involved!  If you havenõt been a part of òThe Buzzó in the past, 

consider making it one of your family traditions next year.  You will be blessed as you are 

used by God to be a blessing to others!  

 

With a joyful heart,  

Mary Hackbarth  

Ezekiel Wayne Robert Ferdon  
was born on   

October 21, 2011  
to Wes and  Laura Ferdon  

  
So let's celebrate with   

a baby shower!  
    

Sunday, January 15, 2012  
at 3:00pm   

at Walnut Hill Bible Church  
    

The theme for Ezekiel's room is baby farm animals.  
He would fit into size 6 -9 month clothes or larger.  

 
For questions, please contact Lequeta Bicknell  at 356-8236  

or Heather Suemnicht at 393 -9720 or hsuemnicht@charter.net  

Youth Retreat  
Feb. 17-19 at Fort Wilderness  

Space is limited ɂ Reserve Your 
Spot Today! 

 
Leaving WHBC Friday at 3:45. 
Have your luggage at church  

by 2 p.m. 
Returning to WHBC Sunday  

between 5 - 5:30 p.m. 
 

To reserve your spot, provide the   
Medical Release, Registration and  
Acknowledgement of Risk forms 
along with the $120 per student 
($20 discount per student if more than 
one per family attends) fee.  Forms are 

available in the church foyer. 
 

Questions? Call Nathan Sundsmo at 963-
7020 or Nathan@walnuthillbible.com 

 

We are looking forward to another 
great year being challenged by our 

speaker Michael Lane. 

mailto:hsuemnicht@charter.net
mailto:Nathan@walnuthillbible.com


BUILDING  FAITH  AT HOME 
In the past, faith was a central part of the familyôs home life, passed 

on from generation to generation.  Now, the reality for many families 

is that the church is seen as the vehicle by which children should get 

all of their knowledge about faith. What does this mean when re-

search has shown that in ñchurchedò kidsô lives, the biggest influ-

ences in how a child thinks and what a child believes is the parents ï 

in fact two to three times more influential than any church program? I 

believe it means that the church must come along side of parents so 

that parents can understand the importance and enjoy the privilege of 

engaging their children in their faith journey.  And we will continue 

to do that through the Building Faith at Home ñTake it Homeò events 

in the winter and spring of 2012.  Through this, we will support fami-

lies in sharing their faith with their children as well as encouraging 

them to cultivate growth in their childôs faith. 

Parents of each age group ï 2 years old through 4th grade ï will be 

invited to attend one special Sunday School class with their child 

called a ñTake it Homeò event. By participating in an interactive ac-

tivity with their children, parents will learn a specific skill that will 

help them instill habits which encourage spiritual growth in the fam-

ily.  Then at the end of each gathering, the parents will get a resource 

that will help them implement the new faith growing skill at home. 

We will be starting this in 2012 with two sessions in January.  Sec-

ond graders and their parents will meet on January 15 with me to 

talk about the importance of studying the Bible and some fun ways to 

do it.  Parents will go home with a Bible that they will present to their 

child on January 29 during worship service.  Also on the 29th, the 

kindergarten class and their parents will meet to talk about prayer.  

This session will be taught by one of our prayer ñwarriorsò here at 

church, Barb Sweatt.  It will be a lot of fun, and we look forward to 

seeing you there. 

Mary Hackbarth 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 



CAN YOU CROCHET? 

Hospitality is needed for 

the band members on 

Saturday night, January 

14.  We will also be pro-

viding a lunch for the 

group in the Fellowship 

Hall after third service.  

If you are willing to open 

your home or help with 

the luncheon please 

email  

tyson@walnuthillbible 

.com specifying how you 

wish to help. 

Are you looking for something to keep your hands busy now 

that Christmas is over?  How would you like to help crochet 

some snowflake ornaments that will be used to decorate next 

winter's Christmas tree?  I know, we're starting a little early, 

planning this year's Christmas tree already, but that's because 

we're going to need a lot of help.  We're hoping to make up at 

least 75 snowflakes.  

If you would like to help, please contact Heather Suemnicht at 

393-9720 or hsuemnicht@charter.net for 

more details and to obtain copies of the 

four patterns that we 

will be using. 

The Moody Symphonic Band from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago will be 

leading us in worship during our Sunday morning worship services.  

Founded in 1970, the Moody Symphonic Band is comprised of qualified 

students from  Moody's undergraduate school.  Their repertoire includes 

band and orchestral concert music as well as hymn and gospel song 

arrangements of both traditional and contemporary styles.  

MOODY SYMPHONIC BAND 
JANUARY 15 



Happy Birthday  

1 Tami Bredeson 
1 Jessica Hutchens 
1 Joyce Klinkosh 
1 Jared Stuckey 
1 Joshua Tomlinson 
3 William Beerkircher 
3 Bob Hunley 
3 Caleb Saiia 
4 Harry Hunt 
4 Leah Johnson 
4 Jayna Mendoza 
4 Matthew Riedle 
5 Lisa Hartley 
5 Julia Nelson 
5 Kortney Traxler 
6 Kate Hackbarth 
6 Linde Van Slyke 
7 Linda Buhr 
7 Steve Hackbarth 
7 Naomi Tomlinson 
8 Stevy  Schoenoff 
8 Nathan Sorenson 
9 Steve Bare 
9 Matthew Lane 
9 Amanda Sweeney 
10 Ryan Gehin 
10 Evangeline Johnson 
10 Becky  Wilcosz 
11 Malachi Dyer 
11 Nicholas Holmes 
11 Anne Hutchens 
11 Karen Kimball 
11 Elliot Sweeney 
13 Nola Kitkowski 
13 Erika Leatherberry 
14 Madison Bishop  
14 Cheryl Fischer 
14 Fred Kolmorgen 
14 Jon Stock 
14 David Wagner 
15 Brayton Hackbarth 
16 Gail Bird 
16 Jillian Fawley 
17 Michelle Newgent 
17 Noah Nofsinger 

OUR  
CELEBRATIONS

18 Anna Bauer 
18 Clay Disney 
18 Sue Silverthorn 
18 Lorie Vesterdahl 
19 Emily Kieck 
20 Ken Sr. Smith 
21 Elyse Dyer 
21 Beth Frostman 
21 Olivia Helm 
21 Jill Reasa 
23 Gary Nelson 
23 Penny Wilcosz 
24 Lou Luetkens 
25 Adam Considine 
25 Isaac Pelland 
25 Dale Suemnicht 
26 Ross Gurske 
26 Isaac Lytle 
26 Jonathon Lytle 
26 Frank Marshall 
26 Wade Shaw 
27 Mary Hackbarth 
27 Carrie Martin 
27 Elizabeth Newgent 
27 Jean Stephany 
28 Logan Rabata 
29 Devin Budney 
29 Josiah Hoege 
29 Tonja Myers 
29 Mark Rabata 
29 Marilyn Tucker 
30 Al Doering 
31 Joy Lumsden 
 

 

Happy Anniversary  

12 Tyson & Heather Suemnicht 
19 Jason & Julie Lane 

Upcoming Events  

12.31 

New Years Eve Service/Baptism  

1.7 

Menôs Prayer Breakfast 

1.13 

Ladies Night Outreach  

1.14 

Café Connection &  

Womenôs Ministry Meeting 

1.15 

Moody Symphonic Band  

1.15 & 29 

Building Faith at Home  

1.17 

Menôs Ministry Meeting 

2.14 

Awana Bible Quiz  

2.17-19 

Youth Retreat at Fort Wilderness  

2.18 

Marriage Conference  

On February 18, the menõs and 

womenõs ministry are joining 

together to bring a marriage 

conference to Walnut Hill Bible 

Church.  Mark your calendars!   
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bring you good news of 
great joy that will be 

for all the people.  
Today in the town of 

Bethlehem a Savior has 
been born to you; he is 
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